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[Marks : 40]
There is one difficulty in organizing people on any

single social basis. Suppose, we decided to organize
people only on the basis of the language they speak, but
people speaking that language will have considerable
internal diversity. Imagine that someone trying to organize
all Gujarati speaking people. They may come together on
the basis of Gujarati language and culture. But some among
them would be city dwellers and some would be living in
villages. Gujarati women will say that we surely interested
in the issue of Gujarati language, but our main concerns are
about women’s labour. How about that ? They will then organize
both as Gujarati and as women and the women’s organization
may be all India organisation.

Thus, there is no single and straight answer to the
question : ‘who we are’. We may simultaneously be Marathi,
from the Vidarbh region, and Muslim. In such a situation,
what will be our identity ? Such a person will not Marathi,
only from Vidarbh or only a Muslim. This person will be a
Marathi Muslim person living in Vidarbh. So, this person
may have different expectations simultaneously. At some
point, this person will support an organization based on
language, At the same time, she can participate in an
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organization working for demands of the Vidarbh region.
And such person can also be attending as assembly of
Muslim community.

In this manner, democracy allows politics on the basis
of various interests. But at the same time, there is scope
in democracy to engage in politics going beyond our social
groups. In all democratic societies, you will find that
different special groups do get organized. But often,
different social groups come together and try to press for
their common demands.

One question emerges when people of different
languages, religion and regions are living together.
This question relates to their interrelations. Many times,
one particular group aspires to be powerful and
dominant.


